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VA makes no endorsements of privately offered resources, but they share them to generate awareness of 
all that’s available to the Veteran community. 
 

Here are the Top 10 most popular Veteran resources from 2024:  news.va.gov/137949/best-of-
2024-top-vetresources-year/ 

1. Year Round Veteran Discounts  news.va.gov/85765/veteran-discounts-available-year-round/ 
This is a list of Veteran and military discounts that are good year-round and updated as we learn of 
more. These discounts are shared so Veterans, military members, their families, caregivers and sur-
vivors are aware of all resources available to them. 

2. Physical fitness resources to ignite a healthier future news.va.gov/128631/physical-fitness-
resources/ Regular exercise provides a sense of routine and discipline, which helps with adaptation 
outside the military environment. Fitness contributes to long-term health, helps manage stress and 
improves overall quality of life. Here are some popular fitness resources for Veterans to get started 
on the road to a happy, healthy you. 

3. Everything you need to know about VA urgent care services news.va.gov/128934/everything-to-
know-about-va-urgent-care/ Many Veterans may not be aware of life-changing benefits they’ve 
earned—and deserve—through military service. This outreach kit about VA urgent care services in-
cludes flyers, social media graphics and suggested corresponding language, radio public service 
announcements (PSA), newsletter content and a sample blog post to help you spread the word. 

4. Veteran Travel 101: Applying for travel reimbursement news.va.gov/129612/veteran-travel-101-
applying-for-reimbursement/ If you do need a face-to-face appointment, you may incur a cost to trav-
el to see a provider. Did you know you may be eligible for reimbursement of some or all of those 
travel expenses? VA’s travel reimbursement program can help. 

5. Check your Veteran Health Identification Card news.va.gov/136113/check-your-veteran-health-
identification-card/ The Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) is not required to receive VA health 
care, but it is beneficial to check in for your VA appointments. Learn how to renew your VHIC online.  

6. Buddy Finder provides a faster method to find former service friends 
news.va.gov/130141/buddy-finder-find-former-service-friends/         Togetherweserved.com 
(TWS)’s Buddy Finder was created specifically to help Veterans find those they served with. The site 
has more than 2.3 million members in five separate service branch websites, and TWS has possibly 
reconnected more Veterans than any other site or organization. 

7. DOD Installation access simplified: Three updates for Veterans and caregivers 
https://news.va.gov/136468/dod-installation-access/   Veterans and eligible caregivers now have 
easier access to Department of Defense (DOD) installations. The updated process announced in 
November 2024 has streamlined enrollment and access to installations.  

8. VA improves access to claims information news.va.gov/134099/va-improves-access-to-claims-
information/  VA’s Claim Status Tool allows Veterans to view the status of their VA claims online 
using their VA.gov login. This tool displays which claims are in process and identifies any actions 
Veterans need to take. It also gives Veterans the ability to review recent claim activity. 

9. Veterans exposed to toxins and other hazards during service now eligible for VA health care 
news.va.gov/129241/veterans-exposed-toxins-hazards-now-eligible/ 
In one of the largest-ever expansions of Veteran health care, all Veterans exposed to toxins and oth-
er hazards during military service—at home or abroad—are now eligible for VA health care. 

10. Disaster assistance and resources for Veterans news.va.gov/132965/disaster-assistance-and-
resources-for-veterans/  As we face natural disasters like tornados, wildfires and historic flooding, 
it’s important for Veterans and their families to know that VA is here to help. In the wake of a disas-
ter, here are some resources available to you. 
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Coshocton County Memorial Day Services 

Many people and organizations are busy planning the 2025 Memorial Day Services throughout the 
county. 

* Keene Veterans Memorial Celebration will be held on Sunday, May 25th at the Keene United 
Methodist Church beginning at 9:30am with the Veterans Memorial Church Services. From 
10:30 to Noon they will provide a luncheon and the parade will step off at Noon. 

* Blissfield Memorial Day Services will be held on Sunday, May 25th at 2:00pm at the Blissfield 
Cemetery.   

* Plainfield Memorial Day Services will be held on Sunday, May 25th at 2:00pm at the Plainfield 
Cemetery. (Plainfield United Methodist Church, in case of inclement weather)  

* Walhonding Valley—Warsaw Parade will be held on Monday, May 26th at 1:00pm with the ser-
vices immediately following at Valley View Cemetery. 

* The Coshocton Annual Parade will be held on Monday, May 26th at 10:00am with the line-up 
beginning at 8:30 am between the Central Christian Church and Sacred Heart Church at the 
corner of Main and 8th Streets (enter 8th St. from Walnut St.). Immediately following the pa-
rade, Services will be held on the Court Square with a special Tribute to our Fallen Comrades, 
who passed away since Memorial Day 2024. 

 

The Coshocton County Veterans Council and Service Office mailed 100 parade forms out on 
Wednesday, March 12th to various individuals, organizations, and clubs. If you have not received 
an application, please contact our office at 740-622-2313 or come see us at 318 Main Street, Court 
House. Please have the completed form returned to our office by Wednesday, May 21st. 

 
Nominate a deserving Veteran for the  

Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2025  
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame has inducted 954 veterans since its inception in 1992. Each year, an executive commit-
tee, made up of representatives from Ohio's veterans organizations, selects up to 20 honorees. Inductees into the Ohio 
Veterans Hall of Fame served their country honorably and continue to serve their communities, state and nation after 
discharge through volunteerism, advocacy, professional distinction, public service and advocacy.  

Email halloffame@dvs.ohio.gov or visit  

https://dvs.ohio.gov/hall-of-fame/nomination-form/nominations  

 Deadline to nominate: June 1, 2025  



Veterans Service Commission 
President  

Jack Patterson--VFW 
Vice-President 

Zac Miller--American Legion 
Secretary 

Herb Tidrick-KWVA 
Member 

Dave Dilly--AMVETS 
Member 

Jared Lillo--DAV 
 

Director/Service Officer 
Doug Schaefer 

 

Service Officer 
Aaron M. Shearer 

Administrative Assistant 
Christina Corbett 

 

The Coshocton County Veterans      
Service Commission meetings are at    
4 p.m. on the first and third Thursday 

of each month. 

The Coshocton County Honor Guard members conducted 14 Military Funerals  
during January, February, and March.  

Veterans honored for their service are listed below. 

TAPS 

Important Numbers  
for Veterans 

 

Crisis Hotline            Dial 988 then 1 
Zanesville CBOC       888-615-9448 
Newark CBOC            740-788-8329 
New Phila. CBOC       330-602-5339 
Columbus VA            888-615-9448 
Wade Park VA            216-791-3800 
VA Regional Office     800-827-1000 
Veterans Office          740-622-2313 
Transportation           740-622-7139 
Mission Act                844-698-2311 
Community Care       877-881-7618 

 

 

To request  transfer from a private 
hospital to a VA medical facility call: 

Columbus 614-388-7248 

(If no answer, leave a message) 
Cleveland 216-791-3800           

(Ext. 5596)                                      

  January March 
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February 

John F. Powell, Jr. 
Peace Time 
U.S. Navy 

Donald E. Billman 
Peace Time 
U.S. Navy 

Kenneth W. DeWiƩ 
Vietnam 

U.S. Army 

Bernard H. Hughes, Jr. 
Korea 

U.S. Army 

Edward Lukander 
Vietnam 

U.S. Army 

James Kobel 
Peace Time 
U.S. Army 

Roger Cain 
Peace Time 
U.S. Army 

OƩo ScoƩ 
Korea 

U.S. Army 

James M. Baylor 
Vietnam 

U.S. Army 

Ervin E. Norris, Jr. 
Vietnam 

U.S. Air Force 

Glenn W. Lorenz 
WWII 

U.S. Army 

John W. Fox 
PeaceƟme 

U.S. Air Force 

Bret M. Roth 
Peace Time 

ChrisƟe E. Kirker 
Vietnam 

U.S. Army 
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For more information on Honor Flight Columbus, visit www.honorflightcmh.org. You can also 
stop by the Coshocton County Veterans Service Office, located in the Coshocton County  

Courthouse, for assistance in filling out an application for Honor Flights. 

 

2025  FLIGHT SCHEDULE 

Mission 139 – March 27 
Sponsor: In Memory Flight 

Mission 140 – April 17 
Sponsor: Columbus Regional Airport Authority 

Mission 141 – May 8 

Sponsor: Delaware Moose 1167 & Grateful Americans 

Mission 142 – May 29 

Sponsor: The All Life Foundation 
 

Mission 143 – June 12 
Sponsor: Dublin Honor Flight 

Fundraiser:  Mothers Day Flower Sale 
 

Mission 144 - September 4 
Sponsor: Vance Outdoors 

Fundraiser: Fill the Plane Campaign 
 

Mission 145 - September 25 

Sponsor: District 6690 Rotary 
 

Mission 146 - October 16 
Sponsor: Ragan/McNamara Family 

 

Mission 147 - November 6 

Sponsor: Batelle 

Mission 148 - November 6 

Sponsor: Nationwide 
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Are you a Veteran who served at least two periods of service? In other words, did you reenlist? If so, there’s a 
chance that you’re eligible for additional G.I. Bill benefits.  

January 3, 2025, VA announced that it has updated its process for awarding G.I. Bill benefits. This means that 
many Veterans who served multiple periods of military service (for example, Veterans who reenlisted) may be eligi-
ble for additional benefits for themselves or their beneficiaries.  

Specifically, under the previous policy, eligible Veterans who served at least two periods of service were forced to 
choose between the Montgomery GI Bill and the Post-9/11 GI Bill for a maximum of 36 months of G.I. Bill benefits. 
Under the updated policy, Veterans will no longer have to make that choice when they apply for benefits, meaning 
that they can qualify for up to 48 months of G.I. Bill benefits.  

Many Veterans are also now eligible for additional, retroactive benefits. Specifically, Veterans who served at least 
two periods of service—one that qualified them for the Montgomery G.I. Bill and a second that qualified them for 
the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill—may be eligible to receive up to 12 months of additional G.I. Bill benefits (bringing them to a 
total of 48 months). These Veterans may be eligible to receive 12 months of additional, retroactive G.I. Bill benefits 
(bringing them to a total of 48 months).  

Who qualifies for this expansion?    

Veterans who served at least two periods of service—one that qualifies for the Montgomery G.I. Bill and a second 
that qualifies for the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill—may be able to receive additional GI Bill® benefits.  

Will I be notified if I’m eligible?   

Yes, VA will be distributing communications to potentially impacted beneficiaries.  

My G.I. Bill benefits expired. Will there be an extension if I’m found eligible?  

To receive an expiration date extension, applications must be submitted by Oct. 1, 2030.  

Do I need to do anything?   

Of the 1.04 million Veterans who may potentially be eligible for additional benefits, VA will be able to automatically 
adjudicate the claims for approximately 660,000 without any further action required on their part. For all remain-
ing Veterans, VA will be reaching out to them directly to encourage them to file a claim.  

When is the deadline to apply for those who need to take action?  

Oct. 1, 2030.  

To learn more about this change, including how to apply, visit the Rudisill info on VBA’s education service 
webpage:  https://benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/rudisill.asp 
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WASHINGTON — January 16, 2025, the Department of Veterans Affairs expanded the Veterans Legacy 
Memorial (VLM) — the nation’s largest digital platform dedicated to the memory of Veterans and service 
members — to allow Veterans to tell their own story before they pass away. The new “Your Story, Your 
Legacy” feature will allow Veterans who have been approved for VA’s pre-need eligibility determination 
for burial in a VA national cemetery to log in to a secure website where they can privately submit images, 
autobiographies, military and life milestones, and historical documents. 

VLM already offers family, friends, and others a way to chronicle the life of a Veteran by uploading written 
tributes, photos, biographies, documents, and other information. It contains nearly 10 million interactive 
VLM pages for those interred in VA national cemeteries, Department of Defense-managed cemeteries, VA 
grant-funded state/tribal cemeteries, National Park Service cemeteries, and private cemeteries around 
the world. 

VA will keep a Veteran’s content secure until they pass away and VA approves a request for a burial or 
memorial benefit. Following approval, the content the Veteran submitted will become public and appear 
on their VLM page on the public-facing website. 

“The legacies we leave behind come in many forms,” said Acting Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs 
Ronald Walters. “Providing Veterans with resources to document their stories while they are still with us 
ensures their voices are heard and allows family members, friends, and others to appreciate the experi-
ences of those who served.” 

Veterans who have provided their email address and been approved for pre-need eligibility will receive an 
email directing them to the “Your Story, Your Legacy” landing page. Here’s where to apply online: 

https://www.va.gov/find-forms/about-form-40-10007/ 

For more information about the feature. visit the Your Story, Your Legacy landing page: 

https://www.vlm.cem.va.gov/livingveteranhome 

Since the VLM website launched in 2019, more than 165,000 submissions have been made to Veteran 
profile pages. NCA moderators review all content submissions before being posted to a Veteran’s page to 
ensure it conforms to the VLM User Policy. 

For information about VA burial benefits, visit one of VA’s National Cemetery Locations in-person, visit 
online at VA burial benefits and memorial products: https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/ 

or call toll free at 800-827-1000. To plan for you and your family, visit NCA’s pre-need eligibility website: 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/pre-need-eligibility/ 
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In a step that builds on the focus to fulfill the nation’s sacred obligation to the nation’s Veterans, the Department of Veterans Affairs an-
nounced that it is making acute and chronic leukemias, multiple myelomas, myelodysplastic syndromes, myelofibrosis, urinary bladder, ure-
ter, and related genitourinary cancers presumptive for service-connection for: 

Gulf War Veterans: Veterans who served in Somalia or the Southwest Asia theater of operations (which includes Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
the neutral zone between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, the 
Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea, and the airspace above these locations) during the Persian Gulf War on or after Aug. 2, 1990. 

Post-9/11 Veterans: Veterans who served in Afghanistan, Iraq, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, or Uzbekistan and the air-
space above these locations during the Gulf War on or after Sept. 11, 2001. This includes Veterans who served at the Karshi-Khanabad (K2) 
base in Uzbekistan after Sept. 11, 2001. 

This step lowers the burden of proof for these Veterans, meaning that they do not need to prove that their service caused their condition to 
receive benefits for it. Instead, VA automatically assumes service connection for the condition and provides benefits accordingly. Additional-
ly, when a Veteran becomes service connected for a health condition, it gives them access to free health care for that condition. The pre-
sumptions for urinary bladder, ureter, and related genitourinary cancers went into effect Jan. 2, 2025, and the presumptions for acute and 
chronic leukemias, multiple myelomas, and myelodysplastic syndromes, myelofibrosis will be effective Jan. 10, 2025. 

This expansion is part of a comprehensive, yearslong effort by VA  to expand access to benefits for Veterans. In 2022, President Biden 
signed the PACT Act into law — the largest expansion of Veteran benefits in generations. VA then made millions of Veterans eligible for health 
care and benefits years earlier than called for by the law and launched the largest outreach campaign in VA history to encourage Veterans to 
apply. As a result, VA is currently delivering more care and more benefits to more Veterans than ever before — and earning Veteran trust 
at record rates. 

“At VA, our goal is to provide every Veteran with the care and benefits that they’ve earned for their service to our nation — and that’s what 
this is all about,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “Adding these presumptives lowers the burden of proof for Veterans to get the bene-
fits they deserve for the conditions that followed them home from war. We encourage Veterans with these conditions — and all Veterans — to 
apply today for the benefits they deserve today.” 

Since the PACT Act was signed into law, VA has conducted the largest outreach campaign in VA history to ensure that Veterans are signing 
up for the care and benefits they are newly eligible for. As a result of this effort, nearly 890,000 Veterans have signed up for VA care since 
the bill was signed into law (a nearly 40% increase over the previous equivalent period) and Veterans have submitted more than 4.8 million 
applications for VA benefits (an 42% increase over the previous equivalent period and an all-time record). In total, more than 1.3 million 
Veterans have enrolled in VA health care since President Biden took office in 2021, and VA has delivered more than $600 billion in earned 
benefits directly to Veterans, their families, and survivors during that time. 

In addition to supporting all Veterans who served during the Gulf War, Iraq War, and Afghanistan War, these steps are also a part of 
a comprehensive effort VA is undertaking to listen to Veterans who served at the Karshi-Khanabad base and ensure that VA is providing 
them — and their survivors — with the care and benefits they deserve. Partly as a result of these efforts, K2 Veterans have higher claim and 
approval rates than any other cohort of Veterans: 13,002 K2 Veterans of the approximately 16,000 known K2 Veterans are currently en-
rolled in VA health care, more than 11,800 are service connected for at least one condition, the average K2 Veteran is service connected for 
14.6 conditions at a 70% disability rating, and the average service-connected K2 Veteran receives an average of $30,000 a year in earned 
benefits. VA continues to work to ensure that all K2 Veterans get access to the benefits they deserve. 

VA encourages Veterans with these conditions to apply for benefits today, and encourages eligible Veterans with previously denied claims to 
reapply. VA will update publicly available information and conduct general outreach to Veterans and survivors to publicize this new eligibility 
and how to apply. To apply for benefits, Veterans and survivors may visit  VA.gov or call 1-800-MYVA411.  

Please reach out to your Coshocton County Veterans Service Office for assistance with any of your claims needs:  

740-622-2313 
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Why this matters to you 

In 2025, you’ll have 2 secure sign-in account options (Login.gov and ID.me) for all VA websites and apps. We’ll remove the My 
HealtheVet option after March 4, 2025, and the DS Logon option after September 30, 2025. You’ll still be able to use your My 
HealtheVet health portal—you’ll just need to sign in to it with a Login.gov or ID.me account. 

 

What you can do 

Create a Login.gov or ID.me account now 

We encourage you to create a Login.gov or ID.me account now. If you already have one of these accounts but haven’t yet used 
it, start now so you have time to get used to it before the change. With Login.gov or ID.me, you’ll have access to all the same 
information and services you use today. 

 

How to create an account online:  www.va.gov/resources/creating-an-account-for-vagov/ 

 

How to verify your identity for your account:  www.va.gov/resources/verifying-your-identity-on-vagov/ 

 

What to bring to create an account at a VA Facility:  www.va.gov/resources/what-to-bring-to-create-your-online-sign-in-account/ 
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2025 D-Day Reenactment  

 

Conneaut, Ohio 

 
Join us August 16th and help us celebrate the 81st  

Anniversary of Normandy D-Day invasion of June 6, 1944. 
Celebrate the people, machines, and events leading up to 

and surrounding the greatest amphibious landing ever  
attempted. 

 
Coshocton County Veterans Council  and Blue Star Mothers 

Chapter OH59 is sponsoring a one-day trip to Conneaut  
Township Park in Conneaut, Ohio to attend the 2025 D-Day 

Reenactment for Coshocton County Veterans. 
 

* Transportation will be provided by Pioneer Trails 
* Veterans may bring one guest 
* Admission to this event is free 

* Food Vendors & Shopping on-site 
* Volunteers on-site to assist Veterans with mobility issues 

* Deadline to sign-up is Friday, July 18th 
* All Veterans are welcome however, Veterans who served prior to 1975 will 

have priority 
* Point of Contact to sign up for this event is Jim Barstow  740-502-6937 

(please leave a message)    Email: generaljim77@gmail.com 



HEADLINES 
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B.L.U.F. 
 
We are not the VA. We are YOUR County Veterans Service Officers assisting 
veterans to navigate the VA. We are affiliated with the VA through our 
accreditations with National Service Organizations: VFW, DAV, American Legion, 
& Ohio Department of Veterans Services.   
 
Who we are and what we do: The Veterans Service Commission, formerly called the Soldier’s & 
Sailors Relief Commission, was established  by the Ohio General Assembly in 1886. Title 59, 
Chapter 5901 of the Ohio Revised Code, establishes and regulates the operation of the 
Commission, and accordingly, the Coshocton County Veterans Service Commission is empowered 
to provide temporary assistance to veterans, their spouses, their dependents, and their widows and 
orphans. 
 
It is the goal of the Coshocton County Veterans Service Office to inform our veterans of their 
benefits, transport them to VA medical care facilities, provide short-term financial assistance, and 
act as an agent in obtaining assistance from federal, state, or local agencies. 
 

VA EMERGENCY CARE 
FOR VETERANS USING THE VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM AS THEIR 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER.  IF YOU NEED TO RECEIVE EMERGENCY 
CARE WHILE TRAVELING OR AWAY FROM A VA CLINIC YOU SHOULD 
NOW CALL THE CENTRALIZED SYSTEM AT 1-844-724-7842 WITHIN 
72 HOURS OF GOING TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM.  THIS POLICY IS 
DIFFERENT FROM THE PREVIOUS 72 HOUR NOTICE POLICY IN 
THAT THIS IS A CENTRALIZED SYSTEM REGARDLESS OF WHERE 
THE VETERAN IS AT OR THE CLINIC THEY NORMALLY SEE.  THE 
CALL CAN BE MADE BY THE VETERAN, EMERGENCY ROOM 
PROVIDER, THE VETERAN’S REPRESENTATIVE, OR THEIR FAMILY 
MEMBER. 
 

Office Closures 
Monday, May 26th — Memorial Day 
 
Thursday, June 19th -- Juneteenth Day 
 
Friday, July 4th -- Independence Day 



Coshocton County Veterans Organizations 
American Legion Post #634 

Commander: Gary Kilpatrick 
298 Plum St. 

Warsaw, OH 43844 
Meetings are the third Wednesday   
of each month at the Fire House  

      in Warsaw at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

American Legion Post #65 
Commander: Jason Babcock 

652 Main St. 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812 

740-622-6106 
Meetings are the  
third Wednesday  

of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Korean War  
Veterans Association 

    President: Bob Jones 
Meetings are on an as-needed basis 

 
 

Coshocton County  
Vietnam Veterans  

Commander: David Hindel 
Meetings are the  

second Saturday of each month  
at the AMVETS Career Center at 9 a.m. 

 
 

Blue Star Mothers OH59 
President: Sharon Burns 

P.O. Box 1655 
Coshocton, OH 43812 

740-502-0169 
Meetings are held at 6:00 p.m. on the  
second Monday of each month at the  

AMC Nazarene Church, 1030 Orange St.,  
Coshocton, OH 43812 

 
 

Operation Veterans Helping Veterans 
Executive Director: Brian Hawkins 

West Lafayette, OH 43845 
740-610-8109  

Meetings are held on an as-needed basis 
 

VFW Post #1330 
Commander: Wayne Hilliard 

       Meetings are the second Saturday 
of each month at 

the AMVETS Career Center at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

DAV Chapter #74 
Commander: Ed Skerness 

P.O. Box 116 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812 

Meetings are the first Tuesday  
of each month at  

the AMVETS Career Center at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

AMVETS Post #36 
Commander: Rick Cullison 

986 Otsego Ave. 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812 

740-623-0538 
Meetings are the third Monday of each 

month at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Army/Navy Garrison #628 
Commander: Kevin Freshwater 

Meetings are the  
second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

American Legion Post #466 
Commander: Jack Patterson 

405 E. Union Ave. 
West Lafayette, Ohio 43845 

740-545-9773 
Meetings are held on an as-needed basis 

 
 

Coshocton County  
Veterans Council 

Commander: Jack Patterson 
Meetings are the second Thursday  

of each month at the AMVETS Career 
Center at 3:00 p.m. 
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