
 

 

 

Mission:  Providing leadership to educate and assist landowners in the wise management of our natural resources. 

SWCD Supervisors 
Beth Mullen - Chairperson 

Kristy Leindecker - Vice Chair 
David Lapp - Secretary 

Jordan Thompson - Fiscal Agent 
Jordan Olinger - Treasurer 

SWCD Staff 
Ryan Medley - District Administrator 

Kelsey Saylor - Admin. Assistant 
Zach Wallace - District Technician 

Michaela Savage - District Technician 

NRCS Staff 
Josh Britton - District Conservationist 

Mathew Hursey - Resource Conservationist 
Derrick Hill - Natural Resources Specialist 

 

National Ag Day 2026: A Celebration of Agriculture and Community  

On March 17th, community members gathered to observe National Agriculture Day, 

a yearly event dedicated to recognizing the important role farmers and 

agribusinesses play in our daily lives. The celebration highlighted the deep 
connections within our local agricultural industry and the people who keep it thriving. 

The event featured a meal prepared by Schumaker Farms, showcasing locally 

produced foods in a true farm-to-table style. Attendees enjoyed a relaxed and 

welcoming environment while visiting with producers, agricultural partners, and 
other members of the community. 

A key part of the program was a presentation centered around the 250th anniversary theme, Agriculture: Together 

We Grow. Guest speaker Aaron Wilson, Ag Weather and Climate Field Specialist with The Ohio State University, 

provided an in-depth look at recent weather patterns affecting Ohio agriculture. He discussed temperature and 

precipitation trends from the past growing season, noting how shifting weather extremes continue to influence 

planting decisions, crop development, and overall farm management.  

National Ag Day is an opportunity to recognize agriculture’s far-reaching impact—from producing food, fiber, and fuel 
to supporting local economies and strengthening rural communities. Coshocton SWCD is proud to support this annual 

event and honor those who work every day to sustain agriculture. 

We extend our appreciation to everyone who attended and contributed to the success of this year’s luncheon. Your 

involvement helps shine a light on the importance of agriculture in our community and beyond! 



 

 

Cover Crops Return in 2026 with Cost Share Opportunities 
The Cover Crop Cost Share Program will once again be coordinated by the Coshocton SWCD in 2026. This program, made 

possible through funding from MWCD, provides financial assistance to producers for the establishment of cover crops on 

eligible cropland.   

Applications must be completed through the Coshocton SWCD office, or electronically by 

email. Once received, applications will be ranked alongside others within the watershed, 
with final funding decisions made by ODA.  Producers have flexibility in how cover crops are 

established and may choose to broadcast, drill, or utilize aerial application. Coshocton SWCD 

will again assist in coordinating aerial seeding for those interested in that option. 

The cost share rate will remain at $12 per acre, with a maximum of 175 acres per applicant. Fields located within the 

watershed upstream of MWCD lakes will continue to receive automatic approval into the program. 

All participants must follow USDA-NRCS guidelines for seeding rates and planting dates. Additionally, current soil test 

results—dated within the last four years—are required for all enrolled fields. Applications submitted without valid soil tests 

will not be considered for funding. 

The deadline to apply for the 2026 program is Friday, July 10, 2026 

Stormwater Technician Position Available  

Coshocton Soil & Water Conservation District is currently accepting applications for a full-time Stormwater Technician. 

This position will assist with compliance and requirements related to Ohio EPA Small MS4 programs, as well as provide 

support to local businesses in meeting stormwater permit regulations. Candidates with background knowledge of Ohio EPA 
Small MS4 programs are preferred.  The ideal applicant will be self-motivated and possess strong communication skills, 

both written and verbal.  This is a full-time, hourly position offering a generous benefits package. 

For a complete position description and application, please visit www.coshoctonswcd.org or call 740-622-8087, ext. 4. 

Application Deadline: Monday, May 11, 2026 

Local Teams Compete at Area 3 Envirothon in Coshocton County 
Seven teams of students from River View High School, Ridgewood High School, and the Coshocton 
County Career Center recently competed in the 2026 Area 3 Envirothon, held April 22 at the 
Muskingum Valley Scout Reservation and hosted by Coshocton SWCD. 

A total of 52 teams from across eastern Ohio took part in the hands-on environmental competition, 
which challenges students in aquatic ecology, forestry, soils, wildlife, and a current environmental 
issue. This year’s topic, “Non-point Source Pollution: It Begins at Home,” 
focused on how everyday activities can impact water quality. 

The event also featured participation from Ohio Department of Agriculture Director Brian 
Baldridge, who joined in the opening and award ceremonies, underscoring the importance of 
environmental education and conservation efforts statewide. 

While the competition was highly competitive, local teams represented Coshocton County well, 
demonstrating strong preparation, teamwork, and problem-solving skills throughout the event. 

Top-performing four teams earned the opportunity to advance to the State Envirothon 
Competition, June 1–3 at Franciscan University of Steubenville, where they will compete 
against the best teams from across Ohio.   

Coshocton SWCD extends appreciation to all participating schools, volunteers, and partners 
who helped make the event a success, and commends all students for their effort and 
dedication as they continue developing as future conservation leaders. 



 

 

 

 

Diamond 

Buckeye Brine LLC 

Coshocton County Beacon 

Centerra CO-OP 

Judge Tim & Daphne France 

McWane Ductile - Ohio 
 

Platinum 

Buckeye Forestry Service, LLC 

Hidden Spring Farms, Tim Rogers 

Home Loan Savings Bank 

Pony Field Farm LLC 
 

Gold 
Bakersville Garage, INC 

Baltic Bank 

C & R Helmick Farms 

Cosh. Co. Chamber of Commerce 

Coshocton County Farm Bureau 

Coshocton Foundation 

Dr. Rob & Sheri Stout and Family 

Endsley Insurance Agency 

Frontier Power Company 

Gottlieb, Johnston, Beam & Dal Ponte 

Harold’s Equipment, Inc. 

Gail Piper, In Memory of Jim Piper 

Jacobs Vanaman Agency, Inc. 

Larry A. Frye Farms 

Lynn Wells - In Memory of Ray Griffith 

McCoy Homestead, Keith & Denise McCoy 

Steven Oster 

Owens & Manning, Attorneys 

Rock Hill Farms, Stevens Family 

Scheetz Mark 

Sturtz Farm, Larry & Maureen Sturtz 

The Garden Patch Greenhouse 

Thousand Oaks Farms 

TMK Bakersville 

Tumblin Farms, David Tumblin Family 

WenMar Farms, Inc. 

William Albert, Inc. 

Wills Transport & Excavating 
 

Silver 
Baird Concrete 

Cosh. Co. Sportsman Association 

Dane & Amy Shryock 

Daugherty Farms 

Dave & Darla Markley 

Deb Bigelow 

Garber Brothers Farms LLC 

Gary & Michelle Fischer 

Knotty Nuff Acres 

R Family Farm LLC 

Schumaker Farms 
 

Bronze 
Alan Donaker Surveying 

Bob & Kathy Bigrigg 

Cosh. Co. Treasurer Janette Donaker 

Gerber & Sons, Inc. 

Saylor Wealth Strategies 

Vic Allen Construction & Excavating 

Funding Remains: Soil Testing Cost Share Program Now Extended  

Over the past year, Coshocton SWCD has assisted 16 of the 32 enrolled local producers in receiving cost share 

reimbursement for updated soil tests, some of which had not been updated in over 10 years. Due to remaining 
available funding, the program will continue on a first come, first served basis and will remain open until all funds have 

been fully allocated. 

The program provides cost share reimbursement to qualified applicants for completing new soil tests. Using H2Ohio 

grant funding distributed by the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), applicants may apply at the Coshocton SWCD 
office to be reimbursed for the cost of soil sample analysis. This program is designed to provide a simple way to assist 

producers in updating soil tests, while also promoting awareness of proper sampling methods and the interpretation 

of soil test results. 

Eligible acres must be in active production agriculture (row crop, hay, or pasture) as determined 
by Coshocton SWCD staff. Once an application is approved, participants will have 12 months to 

collect and submit soil samples for analysis. Only new soil samples will be eligible for 

reimbursement; samples collected in 2023 or later will not qualify, as they are still considered 
current. 

The cost-share program will reimburse 100% of actual costs based on submitted receipts, up to 

$17.00 per soil sample and a maximum of $2,000 per applicant.  Soil sampling procedures must follow the NRCS 

Nutrient Management Standard (590) which states: 

-Samples should be pulled at a depth of 8 inches 

-Samples should not represent more than 25 acres per sample.  If using Zone management no more than 12 acres per 

sample.  If using Grid management no more than 6 acres per sample.   

-For soil test analysis, use laboratories successfully meeting the requirements and performance standards of the North 

American Proficiency Testing Program under the guidance of the Soil Science Society of America and NRCS.   

For more information or to enroll in the program, please visit the Coshocton SWCD office. Applications will be 

accepted until all available funding has been expended. 



 

 

 

Coshocton Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
724 South Seventh Street 

Coshocton, Ohio 43812 
(740) 622-8087, ext. 4 

www.coshoctonswcd.org 
   facebook.com/CoshoctonSWCD 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Coshocton SWCD Newsletter is 
a publication to keep county residents 

informed on our SWCD program. 
Please phone the office at (740)622-

8087, ext. 4 if your address needs  
corrected or if you wish to be  
removed from our mailing list. 

-     -     -    -     -     -     -     -     -    -      
Did you know?? You can receive 

your newsletter via e-mail. Contact  
kelseysaylor@coshoctoncounty.net 

Non-Profit 
US Postage 

PAID 
Coshocton, Ohio 

Permit No. 21 

May 7                                             
Field Discovery Day,                            

Wills Creek Dam 

May 13                                              
SWCD Board Meeting,                  

8:00 p.m.  

June 1-3                                             
Ohio Envirothon,                         

Franciscan University  

June 10                                              
SWCD Board Meeting,                  

8:00 p.m.  

June 18                                               
First Farm Friday 

Volunteer Meeting, 6:00 
p.m.  

June 23                                       
Pasture Walk,                                   

6:30 p.m.  

July 8                                               
SWCD Board Meeting,                  

8:00 p.m. 

Coshocton SWCD and USDA-NRCS are equal 
opportunity employers and providers. 

Walk the Pasture, Grow Your Knowledge  

This summer, Coshocton SWCD, will host two pasture walks focused 

on innovative grazing systems, livestock management, and on-farm 

water and pasture practices. 

June 23, 6:30p.m.: Bruce Stevens-Rock Hill Farms - 17975 TR 65 Coshocton, OH 43812 

Plan to explore the various ways Bruce Stevens and family have developed and distributed 

water, including spring developments with gravity-fed delivery and a pressure system 

operating off a well. Also, discuss drought challenges and the management of two            

herds—one owned by Bruce and one by his son, Buster.  

August 25, 6:30p.m.: Larry & Todd Endsley-Martin Farm - 25513 TR 322 Coshocton, OH 43812 

Hear from Larry and Todd Endsley as they walk through their seven-paddock rotational   

grazing system, discuss cropland conversion after one year of pasture establishment, explore 

the flexibility of grazable hay fields, and share winter feeding insights.  

Reservations are appreciated but not required.  Water and light snacks will be provided.  

Coshocton SWCD extends a sincere thank you to Bruce, Larry and Todd for hosting!  If you 

would like more information or to receive a postcard for pasture walks, please call us at     

(740)622-8087 x 4 or email kelseysaylor@coshoctoncounty.net. 

2026 Save the Dates: 
Pasture Walk 

June 23 

First Farm Friday 

August 7 

Pasture Walk 

August 25 

84th Annual Meeting 

October 15              

Fall Foliage Tour 

October 17 & 18 

More information on these events will be in later newsletters. 

Soil Stewardship Week: April 26-May 3 

https://www.coshoctoncounty.net/swcd/
https://www.facebook.com/CoshoctonSWCD/
mailto:kelseysaylor@coshoctoncounty.net?subject=Newsletter

