
 

 

 

Mission:  Providing leadership to educate and assist landowners in the wise management of our natural resources. 

SWCD Supervisors 
Beth Mullen - Chairperson 
Greg Waters - Vice Chair 
David Lapp - Secretary 

Kristy Leindecker - Fiscal Agent 
Jordan Olinger - Treasurer 

NRCS Staff 
Josh Britton - District Conservationist 

Mathew Hursey - Resource Conservationist 
Derrick Hill - Natural Resources Specialist 

SWCD Staff 
Ryan Medley - District Administrator 

Kelsey Saylor - Admin. Assistant 
Samantha Daugherty - Program Assist. 

Zach Wallace - District Technician 
Michaela Savage - District Technician 

First FARM Friday on Main Street 

We hope you will join us on Main Street in Coshocton for First FARM 

Friday on August 2 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The goal of First FARM 

Friday is to educate the public about the importance of agriculture in 

our community and beyond. Visit one 

of our many displays, climb into farm 

machinery, and get up close to farm 

animals. Bring the kids to complete a 

stamp card and receive a free cup of 

custard from Whit’s Frozen Custard. 

Do you have a question for a local 

farmer? At First FARM Friday, you can 

talk to the men and women of 

Coshocton County agriculture. All of the presenters at the event volunteer 

their time to educate the community about Coshocton County’s number one 

industry. First FARM Friday was organized to be a fun, educational event that 

helps the general public understand the importance of agriculture in our 

community and beyond.  

2024 Ohio Envirothon 
A Coshocton Co. Career Center Natural Resources team 

placed first at the Area 3 Envirothon, qualifying them for 

the State Competition at Hocking College. They were 

tested on their knowledge of Forestry, Aquatics, Soils, 

Wildlife, and the Current Environmental Issue. The team 

members were Nick Art, Damian Yoder, Thomas 

Snodgrass, Wyatt Lockard, and Jake Veon and the 

advisor was their teacher Marcus Olinger. The team 

placed 13th, a great achievement at a tough competition! 



 

 

Entries Sought for Big Tree Contest 

This contest is open to all species of trees growing on private property in 

Coshocton County. Property line trees and trees growing on federal, state, 

or local government owned land are not eligible for entry. Any person can 

enter a tree that is physically located in Coshocton County, even if they are 

not the owner of the tree. Two winning trees will be chosen this year; one 

tree will be chosen in the county and the Coshocton Is Blooming tree will be 

from inside the Coshocton city limits. There is no limit for number of entries.  

Entries will be measured by Coshocton SWCD staff using national 

standardized measurement criteria. The owners of the two winning Big 

Trees will each receive a plaque and 2 tickets to Coshocton SWCD’s Annual 

Meeting & Banquet on October 17 at the Lake Park Pavilion. Contact the our 

office or visit the website for an entry form or more information. All entries 

must be received by Friday, August 30.   

Cost Share for Cover Crops  

The Coshocton SWCD in partnership with the Muskingum Watershed 

Conservancy District (MWCD) and the Ohio Department of Agriculture 

(ODA) will once again offer a cover crop cost share program in 2024. 

The cost share rate is $12 per acre with a cap of 200 acres per 

applicant. USDA-NRCS standards must be followed for seeding dates 

and planting rates.  Aerial, broadcast, or drilling methods can be used to 

plant the cover crop.  

Deadline for program applications is Wednesday, July 10. SWCD staff 

can assist you with the application process. Call the office at 740-622-

8087 x 4 or email zachwallace@coshoctoncounty.net for assistance or 

further details. 

Coshocton Welcomes a New Service Forester 

Jake Peer was recently hired by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources-

Division of Forestry as the Service Forester covering Coshocton, Holmes, and 

Knox Counties. He has previously held several jobs in the area, including 

having been the wildlife specialist at Knox SWCD and most recently as a 

consulting forester. Growing up, Jake attended many camping trips at 

Muskingum Valley Scout Reservation in Conesville. In addition to attending 

camp at MVSR, he attended the Ohio Forestry Association’s Camp Canopy 

during his time in high school. These two camps were the catalyst that led to 

Jake attending The Ohio State University and obtaining a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Forestry and Wildlife Management.  

Jake is very involved in his profession and serves on several committees. He 

is currently serving a term as the Chair of the Ohio Tree Farm Committee and 

is the Past Chair of the Ohio Society of American Foresters. Additionally, he 

is on the Planning Committee for Camp Canopy. In the past, he also served as the Secretary of the East 

Central Ohio Loggers Chapter, which encompasses Coshocton County.  

If you are interested in having Jake visit your property to discuss your forestlands, you may contact him at 

Jake.Peer@dnr.ohio.gov or at (614)698-9779. 

mailto:zachwallace@coshoctoncounty.net?subject=Cover%20Crop%20Program
mailto:Jake.Peer@dnr.ohio.gov


 

 

 
 

 

Diamond 

Coshocton County Beacon 

Coshocton Grain Company 

Eastern Ohio Ag 

Judge Tim & Daphne France 
 

Platinum 

Gerber & Sons, Inc. 

Heritage Cooperative 

Home Loan Savings Bank 

McWane Ductile - Ohio 

Millwood Lumber 

Pony Field Farm LLC 
 

Gold 
Cosh. Co. Chamber of Commerce 

Coshocton County Farm Bureau 

Coshocton Foundation 

Dr. Rob & Sheri Stout and Family 

Endsley Insurance Agency 

Gottlieb, Johnston, Beam & Dal Ponte 

Harold’s Equipment, Inc. 

Hidden Spring Farm - Tim Rogers 

Jim & Gail Piper 

Larry A. Frye Farms 

Lynn Wells - In Memory of Ray Griffith 

McCoy Homestead 

Owens & Manning, Attorneys 

People’s Bank 

Seed Consultants - Lance Weaver 

Sheriff James A. & Lisa Crawford 

Sturtz Farm - Larry & Maureen Sturtz 

The Garden Patch Greenhouse 

Thousand Oaks Farms 

TMK Bakersville 

Tumblin Farms - David Tumblin Family 

WenMar Farms, Inc. 

William Albert, Inc. 

Wills Transport & Excavating 
 

Silver 
Baird Concrete 

Charlie & Ruby Helmick 

 Cosh. Clerk of Courts Camila Graham 

Cosh. Co. Engineer Fred Wachtel 

Coshocton Co. Sportsmen Association 

Deb Bigelow 

Dane & Amy Shryock  

Garber Brothers Farms LLC 

Jacobs Vanaman Agency, Inc. 

Knotty Nuff Acres 

Scheetz Marketing 

Steven Oster 
 

Bronze 
Alan Donaker Surveying 

Cosh. Co. Treasurer Janette Donaker 

Frontier Power Company 

Doug & Andrea Fry 

Saylor Wealth Strategies 

August Pasture Walk 

A Pasture Walk will be held on Tuesday, August 27, at 6:30 p.m. at the Travis 

Hahn farm (23794 County Road 93, Fresno, OH 43824). The Pasture Walk will 

highlight goat production. There will be signs posted to help you find the farm. 

We hope you will join us to hear directly from the landowner about his operation 

and get ideas to use on your farm. Reservations are not required. If you would 

like more information or to receive a postcard for pasture walks please call us at 

(740)622-8087 x 4 or email ryanmedley@coshoctoncounty.net.  

SWCD Seeking Candidates for the Board of Supervisors  

Coshocton SWCD is seeking candidates for its Board of Supervisors. One 

supervisor will be elected with a three-year term beginning in January 2025.  

Board Supervisors guide the district, its staff, and cooperating agencies in efforts 

to implement conservation programs in the county that address management and 

conservation of soil, water, and related resources. Board members should have a 

sincere interest in conservation and must have the enthusiasm, dedication, and 

time to serve as an elected official. This is a volunteer position, but supervisors can be reimbursed for 

mileage & expenses related to events involving soil and water professionals.  

 Candidates must be over 18 years old and a resident of Coshocton County.  

 This is a volunteer position with a 3-year term.  

 Regular Board Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at 8:00 p.m. April through 

November and 12:00 p.m. December through March; meetings normally run about 2 hours.  

 Attendance at occasional outside meetings, events, or trainings is required.  

If you are interested in running to become a Supervisor or would like more information, please contact Ryan 

Medley at ryanmedley@coshoctoncounty.net or 740-622-8087 x 4. 

mailto:ryanmedley@coshoctoncounty.net?subject=Pasture%20Walk
mailto:ryanmedley@coshoctoncounty.net?subject=Supervisor%20Election


 

 

 

Coshocton Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
724 South Seventh Street 

Coshocton, Ohio 43812 
(740) 622-8087, ext. 4 

www.coshoctonswcd.org 
   facebook.com/CoshoctonSWCD 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Coshocton SWCD Newsletter is 
a publication to keep county residents 

informed on our SWCD program. 
Please phone the office at (740)622-

8087, ext. 4 if your address needs  
corrected or if you wish to be  
removed from our mailing list. 

-     -     -    -     -     -     -     -     -    -      
Help us save $$$ - Receive your  
newsletter via e-mail. Contact  
kelseysaylor@coshoctoncounty.net 
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US Postage 

PAID 
Coshocton, Ohio 

Permit No. 21 

July 10                                               
SWCD Board Meeting,                  

8:00 p.m. 

July 17                                       
Forestry Field Day,                            

6:00 p.m.  

August 2                                       
First Farm Friday,                            
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

August 14                                               
SWCD Board Meeting,                  

8:00 p.m. 

August 27                                               
Pasture Walk,                                   

6:30 p.m.  

August 30                                               
Big Tree Contest Deadline 

September 2                                               
Labor Day,                                      

Office Closed 

Coshocton SWCD and USDA-NRCS are equal 
opportunity employers and providers. 

Forestry Field Day 

A forestry field day will be held on Wednesday, July 17 at 6:00 p.m. The 

location will be Schumaker Farms  (52441 CR 16, West Lafayette, OH 

43845). Topics include: Recent Storm Damage Timber Harvest, Crop Tree 

Release, Herbicide Application Demonstration, and more. 

Event Sponsored By: 

 

 

 

Signs will be posted and reservations are required by July 15th. Light 

refreshments will be provided. To RSVP, contact 740-622-8087, ext. 4 or 

ryanmedley@coshoctoncounty.net. 

SWCD’s Newest Arrival 

Congratulations to Administrative Assistant 

Kelsey Saylor, her husband Jared, and 

children Dylen, Carson, and Rylee on the 

arrival of baby Olivia in May! 

https://www.coshoctoncounty.net/swcd/
https://www.facebook.com/CoshoctonSWCD/
mailto:kelseysaylor@coshoctoncounty.net?subject=Newsletter
mailto:ryanmedley@coshoctoncounty.net?subject=Forestry%20Field%20Day

