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Mission: Providing leadership to educate and assist landowners in the wise management of our natural resources.

Area 3 Envirothon
The Area 3 Envirothon was held on Wednesday, April 27 at Caldwell Lake in
Noble County with 28 teams competing from 16 south-eastern Ohio counties.
Five teams represented Coshocton County with students from River View FFA
placing 3rd and the Coshocton County Career Lobo Legends placing 4th. The top 4
teams from the Area level compete at the Ohio Envirothon, June 5-7 at Lake Erie
College.

River View FFA, 3rd place:
Teams of students competed from the Coshocton County Career Center Natural Carter Russell, Colston Lauvray, Lexi
Slade, Drew Tumblin, Aiden Berger
Resources classes, Ridgewood FFA, and River View FFA. Congratulations to all
our students who competed, you represented Coshocton County well.
The Envirothon is an outdoor competition with teams consisting of 5 high school
students who work together to answer questions at five different stations of
soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry, and current environmental issues (CEI). The
2022 CEI theme is Waste to Resources. Resource professionals write the tests
for each of these stations with portions of the test being site specific questions.
Soil and Water Conservation District employees coordinate five area Envirothon
competitions around the State where the top 4 teams earn the honor to
compete at the Ohio Envirothon.
Congratulations to River View FFA and CC Career Center Lobo Legends and good
luck at the Ohio Envirothon.
Left:
Ridgewood FFA
Team 1
Center: CCCC
Wolf Pack
Right:
Ridgewood FFA
Team 2

Lobo Legends Award 4th place:
Syrus Tish, Blake Seitz, Isaac
Dickerson, Evan Hunt, Ally Durbin

Ag Day Celebration
Agriculture was the center of attention at the Ag Day Celebration Luncheon held on Tuesday,
March 22, which was also 2022 National Ag Day. The luncheon was held at the Pavilion at Lake
Park with 110 attendees. Schumaker Farms catered a delicious meal for the event. Special
thanks to Farm Credit Mid-America for paying for meeting facilities and to the Coshocton SWCD
for supplementing the cost of the meal for participants.
David Marrison from OSU Extension welcomed guests and said that the luncheon is “a chance to
pause and reflect on the importance of agriculture not just here in Coshocton County, but across the nation.” Ridgewood
FFA students Johnathan Woodward and Hayden Kilchenman led attendees in reciting the FFA Creed.
Guest speakers for the event included Phyllis Debnar speaking about Farming from the Past and Kyle and Kurtis Croft
speaking about Farming for the Future. Both did an excellent sharing personal stories and facts about agriculture. “In the
past 50 to 60 years, we have seen substantial changes to farming and in the entire agriculture
community,” Debnar said. “But just like farmers of 100 years ago, a true farmer has to be
highly skilled in all aspects of farming, flexible and willing to adapt to the ever changing
environment.” Facts shared by Crofts included, in 1962, the average farmer fed 25 people and
now it’s 155 people. Average yields by acre in 1950 have gone from 50 bushels of corn and 22
bushels of soybeans to 160 bushels of corn and 40 bushels of soybeans today.
National Ag Day was founded by the Agriculture Council of American in 1973. The goal of the
celebration is to create awareness about the role of agriculture in modern society.

Cost Share for Cover Crops
The Cover Crop Cost Share program will again be coordinated by the Coshocton SWCD in 2022.
We look forward to working with local producers on this program which is made possible by
the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) and the Ohio Department of
Agriculture (ODA) who provide cost share for the seeding of cover crops on approved crop fields.
The SWCD office is now open to the public so we will be taking applications in person, by telephone, or by email. You must
contact our office if you are interested in participating. Technicians Zach Wallace and Ryan Medley will help you complete
the application once you contact us. The application is also available on our website. Completed applications will be
ranked against others in the watershed and ODA has the final decision of who gets cost share. The cost share rate is $12
per acre with a cap of 200 acres per applicant. USDA-NRCS standards must be followed for seeding rate and seeding dates.
Again this year, soil test results must be supplied to SWCD staff for fields signed up to be eligible. Tests must be within the
last 4 years. Applications without soil tests will not be considered for ranking in 2022. Also on the ranking application is
nutrient application records which are worth 20 points. To earn these points, producers must supply the SWCD with
current crop records (nutrients applied for the crop currently planted in the field) for each field with date applied, product
or analysis, and application rate. Cover crop application deadline is Wednesday, July 13, 2022.

Cover Crop Walk

T.J. Anderson explains their cover crop
strategies to Cover Crop Walk
participants.

Coshocton SWCD Technicians Ryan Medley and Zach Wallace hosted and led a
Cover Crop Walk on Thursday, March 31. Participants met at Schumaker Farms
near West Lafayette and carpooled to different stops where producers shared
their cover crop seed choice, method of planting, and plans for termination.
Cover crop seeding and application methods that were observed included drilled
seed mix after wheat, aerial application of oats/barley mix, broadcast then vertical till incorporated, and various species after sweet corn harvest. The Coshocton SWCD provided lunch for participants after the tour. Thanks to Dennis and TJ
Anderson, John Porteus, Iron Works Farm, and Jim and Chad Schumaker for
hosting stops on our tour. Thanks also to Wendy Schumaker for her additions to
lunch for our guests.

Are you slowly losing your property to erosion?
By Rob Kastner, Water Management Engineer,
Wayne Soil & Water Conservation District
Beautiful, babbling brooks in the summer and fall become raging torrents of
water full of potentially destructive energy when the winter snow melts and
spring rains come. All this energy can cause damage in form of streambank
erosion. This can result in loss of property and damage to nearby structures.
We cannot stop the stream flow, but we can lessen the erosive effects on
the streambank soil. The strategies used greatly depend on the amount of
stream flow and the stream bank slope. The best, first step for all streambank erosion control methods is to lay back
the bank at a less steep slope, if you have the property available to do that. Establishing woody vegetation with live
tree main stems or branches – called live stakes or post – will establish a root system to help hold the bank in place.
Trees including the black willow, white willow, as well as, red-osier dogwood and bristly locust are best for live
plantings.
If the stream has high velocity flows, structural methods such as riprap (large, angular rock) and gabions should be
considered to control streambank erosion. Riprap is usually limestone with an average diameter of 6” to 24”
depending on stream velocity. Before installing riprap, the streambank should be laid back to a slope that is no
steeper than two feet horizontal (into the bank) for every one foot of vertical rise (bank height).
If the streambank cannot be cut back to a less steep slope or the riprap rock is not available, gabions can be used.
Stone is used to fill three-foot-wide by three-foot-high wire baskets to form the gabions that are anchored into the
streambank. The gabions are good at protecting the streambank below the water line. Willow cuttings can be placed
between the gabions to further anchor the bank and reduce the stream energy at the face of the gabions. When
stabilizing 500 feet or more of streambank the Army Corps of Engineers will need to be contacted for approval to do
the work. On medium and high velocity streams, a professional engineer should be contacted to determine stream
velocities and to help select an erosion control method.
When that peaceful stream turns into a Class V rapid, there are options for protecting your property and structures
from erosion. Contact your local soil and water conservation district if you have any questions.
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Arbor Day 2022
Left: Tom Kistler from the Coshocton City Tree
Commission assists Coshocton 6th grade student
council members plant a Buckeye Tree at
Coshocton Elementary in honor of Arbor Day.
Right: Coshocton
SWCD provided
White Pine
seedlings for all 6th
grade students
during an assembly
for Arbor Day in
cooperation with
the Coshocton City Tree Commission. Deb Bigelow
is shown with Tree Commission members Greg
Brady and Tom Kistler along with Coshocton 6th
grade student council members after planting their Buckeye Tree.

Save
the
Date

Pasture Walks
June 28 and August 30

Fall Foliage Tour
October 22-23

First Farm Friday
August 5

SWCD’s 80th Annual Meeting
October 20

More information on these events will be in later newsletters.
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