SWCD Supervisors
Beth Mullen - Chairperson
Greg Waters - Vice Chair
David Lapp - Secretary
Kristy Leindecker - Fiscal Agent
Adrian Garber - Treasurer

NRCS Staff
Josh Britton - District Conservationist
Jacob Lotz - Soil Conservationist

SWCD Staff
Deb Bigelow - District Administrator
Samantha Daugherty - Admin. Assistant
Ryan Medley - District Technician
Zach Wallace - District Technician

Mission: Providing leadership to educate and assist landowners in the wise management of our natural resources.

Barbershop Quartet to Entertain at SWCD Annual Meeting & Banquet on October 20
We are excited to announce that Land of Legend 4 Barbershop Quartet of
Newark will be our featured entertainment at the SWCD 80th Annual Meeting
and Banquet on October 20. This quartet is part of the larger Land of Legend
Chorus who perform regionally at barbershop singing competitions. We look
forward to their upbeat musical harmonies with their blended voices.
The Annual Meeting will be held at the Lake Park Pavilion with doors opening at
6:00 p.m. for supervisor election voting and the dinner will begin at 7:00 p.m.
Theo’s Restaurant of Cambridge will serve a delicious buffet dinner featuring
roast beef & gravy, chicken breast, mashed potatoes, green beans, salad, and
assorted homemade pies. Tickets are $15 per person with children 10 and under $6. Coshocton SWCD will present a
short program with awards for the Outstanding Conservation Farmer, Big Tree Contest, and Jr. Fair Hay Show winners.
If you or a family member has mobility issues, there will be golf cart in the parking lot to assist you to the Pavilion. We
appreciate the Steve Finton family graciously volunteering to help with this. Tickets can be ordered with the form
below or at the SWCD office, Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Reservation deadline is October 6.

80th Anniversary Annual Meeting & Banquet Ticket Order Form
To have your tickets mailed, please remove this portion and send with payment to the SWCD Office.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________ City/State/Zip ________________________________
Number of Adult Tickets at $15 each __________
Number of Children’s Tickets (age 10 & under) at $6 each __________

Total Cost of Tickets: $ ____________

Return to Coshocton SWCD, 724 S. 7th Street Room 120, Coshocton OH 43812 by October 6, 2022
Thank You to the Endsley Agency and Home Loan Savings Bank for helping sponsor this year’s Annual Meeting and Banquet!

Meet the Supervisor Candidates
KRISTY LEINDECKER moved to Coshocton County in 1997, growing up in Butler County and
attending Lakota High School. She has been married to Brian for 26 years and they live on the
family farm in White Eyes Township. Kristy and Brian have two sons, Keith and Marcus. The
Leindecker Farm has been a cooperator of the Coshocton SWCD since 1981, installing tile
drainage and a grassed waterway.
Kristy has been co-owner of the Garden Patch Greenhouse on County Road 10 for the past 22
years, with the Greenhouse contributing as a Coshocton SWCD Affiliate Member since 2005. She
graduated from OSU-Agricultural Technical Institute in 1995, majoring in Greenhouse Production
and Management. She and her family are members of the Fresno Bible Church. Kristy has been a Coshocton SWCD
Supervisor since 2014. Kristy commented, “I want to continue to be a board member because I believe that
conservation of our land and water is crucial to sustaining agriculture in our county. Educating our community about
our natural resources and how to protect them will help to ensure prosperity for generations to come.”
JORDAN OLINGER is a 4th generation farmer who raises corn, soybeans, hay, and cattle with his
parents, Tim and Kay Olinger. Jordan has a master’s degree in Plant Health Management from
OSU and is also a Certified Crop Advisor. Olinger Farm use no-till on all soybeans and some corn
ground. They use cover crops to manage erosion and feed for livestock. They have recently pull
grid soil samples to get a better idea of fertility levels across their fields. In the future, Jordan
hopes to use variable rate for nutrients to increase yield potential and reduce over applying
nutrients where they are not needed.
Jordan is a member of New Pointe Church and a past participant in Coshocton County Youth
Leadership. Jordan explained, “Now that I have finished college, I have a desire to have a more active role in our
community, which is one reason why I am seeking a position on the Coshocton SWCD Board.”

GREG WATERS and his wife, Jenny, have 2 children and live in West Lafayette. He is a member of
the family farm and farms in Oxford and Lafayette Townships. WenMar Farms raise swine, corn
and soybeans. Conservation practices used at WenMar Farms include surface drainage, tile
drainage, manure storage facility, compost facility, conservation tillage, buffer strips and
CNMP. WenMar Farms has been following a conservation plan since 1970. Greg and his family
were awarded the 2017 Conservation Farm Family Award for Area 3 at the Farm Science Review.
Greg graduated from The Ohio State University in December of 2001 with a degree in Animal
Sciences. He is a former President of the Ridgewood FFA Chapter and received both State and
American FFA degrees. Greg is a member of the Isleta United Methodist Church and has been a Coshocton SWCD
Supervisor since 2005.

Election of Supervisor
The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause an election of the Coshocton Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) to be held in accordance with Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised Code. Individuals who
own land or live in Coshocton County and are 18 years of age or older may vote for Supervisor. Two candidates will
each be elected to a three-year term beginning January 1, 2023 and ending December 31, 2025.
There are 3 ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot:
1. At the SWCD office (724 S. Seventh Street Room 120, Coshocton OH 43812) during normal business hours (8:00
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) starting September 23 and ending at noon on October 20.
2. At the SWCD Annual Meeting, which will take place at the Lake Park Pavilion on October 20, with voting from 6:00
to 7:00 p.m. You do not have to purchase an Annual Meeting ticket to come and vote for Supervisor.
3. Voting absentee from September 23 until October 20 by requesting the ballot application and election ballot from
the SWCD office by calling 740-622-8087 ext. 4 or email debbigelow@coshoctoncounty.net. Absentee ballots
must be received by the SWCD office by noon on October 20, 2022.

What is a Supervisor’s Role?
Supervisors are the key to the success of a Soil and Water Conservation District. The credibility and achievement of
districts is based upon this local leadership. Board supervisors serve a 3-year term without pay, volunteering their
time. They have many responsibilities as a supervisor; some of the key roles are listed below.
•

Meet at least monthly as a board to carry out the official duties of the office; know thoroughly the powers,
authorities, and responsibilities placed upon them by the State soil and water conservation district law.

•

Request appropriate local leaders meet with the board to discuss particular conservation needs and to inform
them of the district’s programs; develop and carry out the annual plan of work for reaching goals of the district.

•

Enter into working agreements with agencies as appropriate to coordinate the SWCD program.

•

Hire capable district employees to carry out the daily work of the district. Provide proper oversight for all
employees. Ensure employees are evaluated at least annually and provide them with adequate training
opportunities to allow them to remain current with the skills they need to be successful in their position.

•

Manage all funds, facilities and equipment belonging to the
district. Establish business procedures as necessary to
facilitate planning, record keeping, and sound financial
procedures.

SWCD Board members are the foundation of the SWCD program.
These 5 local leaders are the governing body that formulates
policy, prepares workload, develops the information and
education programs, and manages the business affairs of the
District. Our board members serve our community and give
generously of their time and talents to make the SWCD program
successful. You do not have to attend the Annual Meeting and
Banquet to participate in the Supervisor Election on October 20.
Voting options are listed elsewhere in this newsletter.

1985 Board of Supervisors:
Gerald Finlay, Delmar Finton, George Braniger,
Vernon Mizer, and Donald Duncan

2022 Pasture Walks
June Pasture Walk →
This Pasture Walk was hosted by
Mike & Janet Rettos. They graze
cows on reclaimed mine ground
in Lafayette Township. The
group also discussed winter
feeding options to preserve
pasture quality and manure
management for enclosed cattle.

← August Pasture Walk
Alan & Susan Brinker hosted this
event at ASB Farm. They discussed
how their operation has
developed and their plans for the
future. The Brinkers graze cows
and Katahdin sheep on the hills of
Perry Township and stockpile
forage to use in the winter.

First Farm Friday held on 4th Street
This year’s event was held on August 5 and instead of lining up along Main Street, volunteers set up along the 4th
Street side of the Court Square. The Main Street side was occupied by the stage for Our Town Coshocton’s Summer
Concert featuring up-and-coming country artist Ernest. The concert drew higher attendance to First Farm Friday,
which has always been a well-attended event. Fourth Street is not as wide as Main, leading to tighter quarters for
the equipment. The planning committee depended on the skill of the equipment operators to put their machines at
the right places in the smaller space, and they did not disappoint. We would like to thank the many volunteers that
make First Farm Friday a success each year. The pictures below were taken by Dobbins Aerial Photography, along
with the video that is featured on our Facebook page.

Tree Farm Field Day
Saturday, October 1, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
This year the Tree Farm Field Day will be held at Tiverton Timber Tree Farm in
northwest Coshocton County. It will showcase a variety of good forest management
practices through walking tours, seminars, and educational displays. The 2022 Tree
Farm of the Year cannot accommodate large groups, so Tiverton Timber will host the
Field Day this year. The 2022 Tree Farmer of the Year, Mike O’Neill, will be present to
talk about his Tree Farm and the management that he has done there.
The Field Day will feature sessions that include a tour of a remediated high-grade harvest, clearcutting and its impact
on wildlife, tree felling demonstration, portable sawmill demonstration, birding hike, and kids’ activities. Forester-led
educational hikes will a focus on invasive species control, selection harvesting, salvage harvesting, tree planting, and
forestland as an investment.
Seminars planned for the day are: Deer Management, Forestland as an Investment, Forest Legacy Planning,
Navigating the Ohio Forest Tax Law and Current Agricultural Use Valuation Programs, The Process of Selling Timber,
and 2022 Tree Farm of the Year Mike O’Neill.
The property is on Township Road 352, Brinkhaven OH 43006 in Tiverton Township, Coshocton County. Directions
using the referred route: Travel 1 mile south of the
intersection of State Route 206 and US Route 62 and then 1.5
miles west on TR 352 to the farm. You'll be directed to a
parking spot when you arrive. The GPS Location for parking is
40.43747 latitude, -82.17165 longitude.

Wear hiking boots; the event will be held rain or shine. Food
and beverages will be available for purchase. For additional
information contact Jake Peer at (740)801-0458 or
jake@peerfamilyforestry.com.

Welcome NRCS Resource Conservationist Mathew Hursey
Beginning in October, Coshocton will welcome a new NRCS employee, Resource
Conservationist Mathew Hersey. He will work alongside District Conservationist Josh
Britton to implement NRCS programs in Coshocton County. Mathew has been with
NRCS for four years before coming to Coshocton. He started his career with NRCS as an
intern in Tuscarawas County and has spent the last three years at the Celina Service
Center in Mercer County. A Tuscarawas County native, he grew up on my family’s farm
outside of Newcomerstown and graduated from Wilmington College with a degree in
Agriculture. Mathew looks forward to working in Coshocton County and helping
producers achieve their conservation goals for their operations.

171st Coshocton County Fair
The Coshocton County Fair will be held from September 30 to October 6, 2022. General
admission is $15, seniors and veterans are $7, and season tickets (no rides, 7 admissions)
are $54. Children under 2 years old are free.
The Coshocton SWCD fair booth is in the Commercial Building next to Smokey the Bear. A
highlight of the booth is the 5th Grade Poster Contest. The theme for the contest is “Have
You Eaten Any Soil Lately?” Students from Coshocton, Ridgewood, Keene, Warsaw, and
Conesville draw posters showing how the foods we eat all start with the soil. Teachers choose one poster to represent
each class, and fairgoers vote for their favorite posters. The top three earn a prize for the student and their class.
Another highlight of the SWCD fair booth is the Mystery Photo Contest. During the year, the District technicians take
photos all over the county. They choose one photo to serve as the Mystery Photo, and it’s always a challenge for
fairgoers to recognize the location of the property shown. Generally there are only a few correct entries and a lot of
wild guesses! The winner of this contest will receive two tickets to our Annual Meeting on October 20.
The Coshocton County Farm Bureau will once again be hosting a “Little Farmer Zone” for younger fairgoers. This year
it will be across from the Diary Service Unit Ice Cream Barn in the Sheep Building. We hope to see you at the fair!
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The Coshocton SWCD Newsletter is
a publication to keep county residents
informed on our SWCD program.
Please phone the office at (740)6228087, ext. 4 if your address needs
corrected or if you wish to be
removed from our mailing list.
- - - - - - - - - Help us save $$$ - Receive your
newsletter via e-mail. Contact
samanthadaugherty@coshoctoncounty.net

Coshocton SWCD and USDA-NRCS are equal
opportunity employers and providers.

Coshocton County Fall Foliage and Farm Tour
The 51st Fall Foliage and Farm Tour will
be held on the weekend of October 22
and 23, 2022. This year’s tour will focus
on the southwest corner of Coshocton
County. This drive-it-yourself tour is a
great way to enjoy Coshocton’s scenery
and fall colors; the tour also showcases
Coshocton’s agricultural industry and
local attractions.
Last year’s tour had 1,346 attendees that
represented 29 counties in Ohio and 7 other states. It was held in the southeast
corner of the county, featuring Franklin, Linton, and Lafayette Townships.
Stops will be open 10:00 am-5:00 pm on Saturday and 12:00-5:00pm on Sunday.
To pick up your tour map, stop at the Coshocton County Fairgrounds on Saturday
from 10:00 am-3:00 pm and Sunday from 12:00-3:00 pm. We ask all participants
to stop there first so we can track the number of tour participants. The tour is free
but donations are appreciated.
The Fall Foliage and Farm Tour is sponsored by OSU Extension, Coshocton Soil &
Water Conservation District and the Farm Service Agency. These agencies would
like to thank all the tour hosts and volunteers who make the tour possible. Thank
you to the Coshocton County Agricultural Society for allowing the fairgrounds to
be used as the map pick up location.
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