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SAMPLING PROCEDURES
· Water samples need collected in the sterile bottles provided by the laboratory.

· Sample cut off is at 11:00 am on Wednesday.

· Do not collect the sample more than 24 hours before pickup.

· Do not sample from garden hoses or dirty faucets.

· Thoroughly rinse and sanitize the faucet with bleach, then allow the water to run several minutes before collecting the sample.

· DO NOT RINSE OUT THE BOTTLE.  (The tablet/powder is a preservative put in the bottle by the lab).  Take care not to touch the rim of the bottle or the inside of the cap with your fingers.
· Fill the bottle to the bottom of the neck of the bottle and immediately replace the cap.

· Please make sure to record date, time and sampling tap location.

· Refrigerate or keep cool until sample submitted to the health department.
· Samples analyzed for the presence of coliform bacteria and e coli bacteria.  The test will only show if bacteria are present or not in the water. 

· The fee for a bacteria test is $30.00 (due when the water sample submitted to the health department.)
· Results are usually received on Friday (results will be mailed to the address provided with the sample)
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