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 Auditor as Chief Fiscal Officer 
     Ohioans own $177.5 billion worth of residential property and paid local 
governments more than $1,000 per capita in local property taxes, according 
to the latest U.S. Census figures.  Yet Ohioans pay little attention to the 
people responsible for appraising their home values and distributing those 
billions in tax dollars – their county auditors.  
     One facet of my job as your auditor is the chief assessor; the other is the 
chief fiscal officer.  Think of me as being the bookkeeper, the check writer, 
and a financial advisor over your tax dollars.  It is my responsibility to 
question every request for money from our 30‐plus county offices and 
agencies. I will not approve spending a single penny of tax dollars if it is not 
for a proper public purpose. It means that I say “no” when necessary, and 
then make officials come back with more documentation. This process of 
checks and balances prevents waste and abuse of your tax dollars and 
makes those spending your money more accountable.  
     Additionally, it is important to note that each expenditure is a public 
record and is available for inspection by the public. The county auditor will 
make these records available upon request. This is transparency.  
     In essence, I hold the county checkbook and pay the bills. Who pays the 
bills in your family? It’s usually the most organized person, the one you 
trust with your household budget and your bank account. As county 
auditor, I take very seriously the public trust I hold for minding the county’s 
bank accounts. 
     My office keeps accounts of money that comes into those bank accounts 
from local property taxes, sales tax, licenses, fees, and federal grants … and 
promptly distributes that money to the agencies that depend on it. Public 
schools are the largest recipients of local taxes. In fact, 70 percent of all 
property taxes in Ohio go to local schools. My office ensures that the taxes 
you pay get to your school districts and ultimately to your children’s 
classrooms.    
     The county auditor’s office also makes sure that taxes go to levy‐funded 
agencies that provide for those with disabilities, for those who need help 
with addictions, for ambulance, fire and 9‐1‐1 services, for senior citizens, 
for the OSU Extension Office and for services that protect our children.  We 
make sure that the tax dollars collected go for what they are intended – 
street repair, public safety, public works and infrastructure, or recreation.  
State law insists that the levy money is used the way the voters originally 
intended it to be used. 
     As the chief fiscal officer, I regularly inform other elected officials about 
the state of our county’s economy and finances. I also produce financial 
reports – similar to corporate annual reports. Government officials use this 
credible, independent information to make decisions about spending 
priorities.  These reports are available online and in our office.   
                                                                                                (CONTINUED, PAGE 5)  
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Educational seminars for OPERS members 
 

OPERS offers a number of seminars, designed
exclusively for OPERS members, to keep you well-
educated and to help prepare you for your
retirement.  You can register for seminars using My
Benefits System (MBS) at www.opers.org or by calling
800-222-7377.  Contact Christi (x57455) if you would
like more information. 

Payroll Pointers by Christi Selders 
2011 Deferral Limits 

The annual deferral limits for 2011 will be as follows 

effective January 1, 2011. 

      $16,500                                      Regular deferral limit 

      $22,000                               Age 50-plus deferral limit 

      $33,000                                  Catch-up deferral limit 

 

COUNTY PAYROLL 
STATISTICS 

         March 2011______     
Number of Employees          
446 
 
Average Payroll        
$559742.37 
 
Largest Department   -
Coshocton Co. Board of 
DD 

Jan - Mar County Anniversaries 

Over 20 consecutive years 

 
Diane Williams  27 years 
 
Laura Hall  26 years 
 
Marcia Martin  26 years 
 
Donald Andrews  25 years 
 
Wesley Tubbs  25 years 
 
Constance Carnes 25 years 
 
Karen Maloy  25 years 
 
Christina Sturtz  24 years 
 
Lori Patterson  23 years 
 
George Hartsock  23 years 
 
David Alexander  21 years 
 
Scott Kestler  21 years 
 
Lois Stubbs  21 years 
 
Sheryl Murray  20 years 
 

 

Famous Quote 
“Leadership and learning are 
indispensable to each other."   

-  John F. Kennedy (1917-1963), 
35th President of the United 

States  

 

Congratulations and Best Wishes to the following 
individuals who have recently retired from the 

County…… 
 

Kathy Stone retired January 31, 2011 with 37 years of service. 
 

Robert Euton retired January 31, 2011 with 33 years of service. 
 

Marjorie Braniger retired January 31, 2011 with 25 years of service. 
 
 
 

 
Please contact Christi Selders if you need to 
make any changes to your federal, state, or 

city withholdings.  Please also make sure that 
your address is correct on your paystubs.  
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AUDITOR SALE TO BE SCHEDULED IN MAY 
  
     “Every tract of land foreclosed upon for delinquent taxes or a tax lien that has been 
properly offered for sale on two separate occasions, not less than two weeks apart and not 
sold shall be forfeited to the state and the County Auditor will offer it for sale to the highest 
bidder.”  Ohio Revised Code Section 5723 
      
     Yet another aspect of the County Auditor’s duties is to conduct an Auditor’s Sale.  
Auditor Sandy Corder chooses to have her Auditor’s Sale every May, with the option to hold 
multiple sales should the number of parcels increase. 
     Currently there is one parcel that is slated for sale.  This 1.16 acre parcel (020-00000566-
00) was owned by L.S., Inc., An Ohio Corporation, and is located in the Village of West 
Lafayette at the end of East Stewart Lane.  
 
     The date of the sale and any other properties to be offered will be published in the 
Tribune.  This parcel will first be offered for the lesser of the Auditor’s Fair Market Value  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
($18,950) or the total of all costs, taxes and charges ($3,839.26 for taxes; costs and charges 
yet to be determined).  If the parcel does not go for the minimum bid during the first sale, it 
will be offered again in a second sale immediately following for the best possible bid. 
     Parcels may not be sold to any person delinquent on real property taxes in the State of 
Ohio or for less than the total amount of taxes, assessments, penalties, interest and costs if 
the highest bidder is the owner of record or a member of their immediate family prior to the 
judgment of foreclosure or forfeiture. 
     Any taxes, charges or costs not covered by the sale will be remitted and all liens are 
eliminated except for the real estate taxes covered by the sale.  If there is a Federal lien, the 
Federal Government has “Right of Redemption” and may re-take the property for 1 year 
after the original foreclosure was filed.  The buyer will receive only the amount he paid at 
the Auditor’s sale and no more regardless of improvements done after the purchase. 
    Additional information about this and any other parcels that will be offered at the next 
Auditor’s Sale can be obtained by calling the Auditor’s Office at 740-622-1243.  Information 
will also be available soon online at:  http://www.coshoctoncounty.net/agency/auditor/ 

 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates & Deadlines 
April   – Health District Budget  

Meetings TBA 
 

Apr  1 – County pay date  
  (timesheets  due 3/28) 
1st ½ Real Estate Settlement  
  checks to be mailed  
 

Apr 4  – Health District 2012 budgets  
  due in Auditor’s office 
 

Apr 13 – County bill run  
              (vouchers due 4/5) 
 
Apr 15 – County pay date (due 4/11) 

Public Officials’ Financial      
  Disclosure Statement due    
  to Ohio Ethics Commission 

 
Apr 27 – County bill run (due 4/19) 

 
Apr 29 – County pay date (due 4/25) 

 
May     -  Auditor’s Sale of Forfeited  

   Land TBA 
 
May 11 – County bill run (due 5/3) 

 
May 13 – County pay date (due 5/9) 
 
May 23 – Cigarette License 

   Applications due at the  
   Auditor’s Office 

 
May 25 – County bill run (due 5/17) 

 
May 27 – County pay date (due 5/9) 

 
May 30 – MEMORIAL DAY- Offices   
                Closed 
 
May 30  – County 2010 GAAP Financial  

   Report due to State  
   Auditor’s Office 

 
Jun 6   – Homestead Reduction  

Application Deadline for    
current tax year 2011 and  
late file tax year 2010 

 2 ½% Owner-occupied  
Reduction Application  
Deadline for current tax  
year 2011 and late file  
tax year 2010 

 
Jun 6-9 – Auditor’s Summer  

  Conference, Cleveland 
 
Jun 10 – County pay date (due 6/6) 

 
Jun 15 – County bill run (due 6/7) 

 
Jun 24 – County pay date (due 6/20) 

 
Jun 29 – County bill run (due 6/21) 

AUDS & ENDS  

• Sixty Board of Revision Complaint forms were filed by Coshocton County Taxpayers 
for this tax year. 

• There were 166 C.A.U.V. initial applications filed for review for the 2011 tax year.  
The Auditor has until June to determine if the farms are qualified. 

• The 1st quarter 2011 saw 148 exempt transfers (no money exchanged) and 111 fee 
transfers representing $10,064,945 in property sales.  First quarter 2010 had 117 
exempt and 157 fee transfers representing $10,692,267 in property sales. 
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OHIO ETHICS LAW 
  
     Ohio’s Ethics Law can be found in Revised Code Chapter 102 and related sections 2921.42 and 
2921.43.  The Ohio Ethics Commission is made up of citizens from throughout the state, with 
significant private and public sector experience.  They are appointed by the Governor to 6-year, 
staggered terms and subject to Senate confirmation.  It is a bipartisan state panel with an Executive 
Director, a 21-member staff that includes attorneys and investigators as well as disclosure and 
education staff.  The Commission was created in 1974. 
     The purpose of the Ohio Ethics Law is not to “catch” someone in the act of fraud, but to 
protect the public and their tax dollars.  Each public employee is responsible for acting 
responsibly with the trust given to them by the citizens.  The Ethics Law is to protect the 
public from the financial, family, or business conflicts of its public servants.  It encourages 
impartiality in governmental decisions by restricting public actions on matters in which public 
officials and employees have direct and definite conflicts of interest.  By doing our best in 
following these laws, governmental employees can promote citizen confidence in the actions 
of public agencies.  ANY TIME public funds are spent, they should be spent within the 
parameters of the Ohio Ethics Law.  This includes purchases, contracts, employment, etc. 
     Everyone is biased in one way or another.  Who among us doesn’t think their children or 
grandchildren are the best?  Who among us enjoys yelling “GO BUCKS!” or, even cheering 
for that Other Team Up North?  Ohio Ethics Law says that you can BE biased, but you can’t 
ACT biased while performing public duties. 
     This article won’t be able to list a comprehensive list of actions allowed or disallowed by 
the Ethics Law.  You can read the full law online.  Instead, it will touch upon two of the most 
common areas where questions may arise.   
     Conflict of interest – any participation or influence in public matters involving personal, 
family or business interests are restricted.  This includes, but is not limited to, government 
contracts, beneficial or detrimental zoning or projects, hiring or supervising immediate family 
members (nepotism), or utilizing confidential information for personal gain. 
     Supplemental compensation or gifts – acceptance, promising, or soliciting any cash, gift 
or favor in exchange for business, employment, contract, or other item of value are not 
allowed.  The two questions you should ask are 1) Is it substantial? and 2) Is it improper?  It 
is not substantial if it is small, like promotional items, occasional lunches or dinners, a box of 
candy, etc.  However, if the gift is a $100 dinner, sports or theater tickets, trips, or a new 
driveway done on the way to pave that county parking lot, then it would be a violation.  
     Any time you have questions concerning conflict of interest, government contract with 
possible personal business ties, or anything else that just doesn’t seem right.  Call the 
Ethics Commission. You can call or visit the Ethics Commission website for guidance or to 
report possible violations.   
     Remember – avoid even the appearance of an unethical situation.  If it makes you go, 
“Hmmmmm…” maybe you should take a step back and think about it a little more first.   

Helpful Links 
 

OHIO ETHICS COMMISSION    DJFS JOB OPPORTUNITY LINKS 
www.ethics.ohio.gov    www.coshoctonjfs.org/ABLE/job_search_links.htm 
  
OHIO REVISED CODE   OHIO AUDITOR OF STATE 
& OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE    www.auditor.state.oh.us 
http://codes.ohio.gov     
 
COSHOCTON TRIBUNE    THE BEACON 
www.coshoctontribune.com    www.coshoctoncountybeacon.com 
 
WTNS    COSHOCTON TV 
www.mywtnsradio.com    http://coshoctontv.com 
 
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU QUICK FACTS   COMMERCE DEPT. UNCLAIMED FUNDS 
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/index.html www.com.ohio.gov/unfd/TreasureHunt.aspx 

ATTENTION Teachers, Civic 
Leaders, Board Members, 

Community Volunteers, Non-
profit Leaders, Local 

Governments…. 
 

The Auditor’s Office has three 
sections of a Main Street show 

window available for use free of 
charge.   

 

The Blue Star Mothers & Wives 
will have an ongoing display of 
active duty service personnel in 
one section beginning in April. 

 

The TOOL TIME contest in 
conjunction with Coshocton’s 
Bi-centennial sporadically for 

only a week at a time from 
April through December 2011 

will be in a vacant section.   
 

Except for August, which 
Coshocton County 

Woodcarvers have reserved, 
and the TOOL TIME weeks, the 

center and other sections are 
available for your group or 

organization’s display – take 
one or both. 

 

Please call Danna or Christi at 
740-622-1243 to reserve your 

spot!   
(Sorry, no businesses or for-

profit organizations) 

                                      Sharpen Your Skills 
 OHIO ETHICS LAW Pop Quiz 

(answers on page 5) 
 

Are the following acceptable or not? 
1.  The man from the printer service 

used for big billing runs drops off a 
box of candy at Christmas. 

2. An elected official hires his 
daughter for the summer filing job 
in his office. 

3. The roofing contractor for a 
county building uses the extra 
material to roof a board 
member’s garage. 

4. A business that provides all 
vehicles for the county gives 
Superbowl Tickets each year to 
the elected officials who order a 
new company car.  

5. A government official tells his son 
about a summer job in another 
office.  He applies and is  hired. 

6. A board contracts with a business 
owned by a board member’s 
brother.  The relative abstained 
from the board vote. 
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Ohio Ethics Law Pop Quiz (page 4) 
1. Acceptable 
2. Not acceptable 
3. Not acceptable 
4. Not acceptable 
5. Acceptable 
6. Not acceptable, unless the following 

exceptions are met:  less than 5% 
stockholder or it’s a necessary ex-
pense, unobtainable elsewhere for 
same or lower cost, equal treatment 
was given, and business owner had 
no participation in the decision. 

  
 

 
 
 

 
Front Row L to R:  Beth Barrett (Deputy Director), Kathy Hendricks  

(Director), Jetta Mencer (Board Chairwoman)  
Back Row L to R:  Board Members, Mike Remington, Don Andrews, Ken Grewe 

 

     A question commonly heard is “What do you do when it’s not election time?”  The 
Board of Elections works all year long, not just two days, Primary and General Election 
days.  There are many behind the scene tasks that must take place to make our 
elections fair, accessible, and above all accurate.  Our office is responsible for every 
aspect of an election and voting in an election.  Every American citizen at the age of 
18 is eligible to become registered to vote and to exercise that privilege.  Coshocton 
County currently has 21,283 registered voters and approximately 50 registrations are 
received weekly that include some form of change, such as name, address, or deletion 
due to out-of-county move or death. 
     The Board of Elections office must maintain records such as: voter registrations, 
candidate petitions, tax levies, local city, county, township, and school issues.  Also, 
we are responsible for coordinating the contracts with software and hardware dealers 
for our equipment, the voting locations, pollworkers, and preparing for a well-planned 
Election Day so that all goes smoothly. 
     The Coshocton County Board of Elections is a board of 4 members, 2 of each 
political party, Democrat and Republican.  These members are selected by their party 
and appointed by the Secretary of State every four (4) years.  Our current Board 
includes:  Chairwoman, Jetta Mencer; Members, Donald Andrews, Kenneth Grewe, and 
Michael Remington.  This Board then appoints the Director and Deputy Director and 
these persons are full-time employees in the Coshocton County BOE office.  Any other 
employees are determined by the need and the current elections as necessary.  Since 
about 1984 these two positions of Director and Deputy have alternated 
responsibilities every two years.  The current employees are Kathy Hendricks, Director 
and Beth Barrett, Deputy Director.  Beth trained with Mary Fry from October through 
December 2010 prior to Mary retiring. 
     Another question commonly asked relates to expenses of an election.  All election 
expenses are paid from county funds.  In the odd-year elections, the expenses are 
charged back to the entities requiring the vote.  In the even-year elections, the 
expenses are only charged when there is a race or issue not required by Federal or 
State laws. 
     The year 2011 presents only one election, which will be the General Election on 
Tuesday, November 8, 2011.  That election will involve the voting for ‘Local Officials’, 
to include Coshocton city mayor, officials, and council members, village mayors and 
council-members, school board members, and township trustees. 
     We are very blessed in Coshocton County to have great pollworkers and a staff that 
is extremely trustworthy and talented.  Our voters always turn out in large numbers, 
which is an envy of much of Ohio. For all of this, we are very thankful and proud to be 
a Coshocton County agency. 

 

Spotlight on… 
Coshocton County Board of Elections 

 
Submitted by Kathy Hendricks & Beth Barrett 

FROM THE DESK OF SANDRA CORDER continued 
     Because you elect the county auditor, 
your interests as taxpayers are the only 
ones that matter.  Everywhere, the public 
is demanding more transparency and 
accountability from government – and 
rightly so. I feel that the county auditor is 
the voters’ best instrument for 
accountability, and that transparency and 
accountability vanish when the county 
auditor is appointed by a political 
bureaucrat.  We lose the intended checks 
and balances. 
     Let me explain. As I said previously, 
because the county auditor is elected, 
your interests as a taxpayer are the only 
ones that matter. County auditors report 
to you … you’re the boss. You complete 
the job performance evaluation at the 
ballot box. These positions are not 
appointed and there is no chance of a 
political favor to the one holding that 
office.  I am not worried about standing up 
to another elected official to point out his 
expenditure is not proper use of public 
funds, because he has no control over my 
position – you, the Voters, do. 
     Founding Father Thomas Jefferson best 
expressed the importance of public 
accountability when he wrote, “We might 
hope to see the finances of the Union as 
clear and intelligible as a merchant’s 
books, so that every member of Congress 
and every man of any mind in the Union 
should be able to comprehend them, to 
investigate abuses, and consequently to 
control them.”                  ‐ Sandra Corder 

NO 2011 PRIMARY 
Please note, unless there are special 
levies or contested city seats, there 
will be no primary election this year.  
November ballot paperwork must be 
filed with the Board of Elections by 
August 10, 2011. 
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           LOVE FOR SALE 
     The Coshocton County Animal Shel- 
ter at 21755 Township Road 164 has 40 
felines and 20 canines looking for a 
family of their own.  Pictured are just a 
few of them who need a 
loving home.  Cost of 
adoption is $30 for cats  
and $50 for dogs.  This cost 
includes dog tags,  all  
necessary shots for the 
animal, and $10 off spay 
or neuter.  New owners are 
responsible for getting the 
pets spayed or neutered    Clockwise, from left:    

within six weeks of adoption.       Shepherd mix, pup, Pomeranian mix and two 

All 60 animals are available.           Dachshunds, tiger kitten, gray & calico long hair cats. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S SIGNATURE ON FILE IN COSHOCTON COUNTY 
RECORDER’S OFFICE 

 
  

 
 
 
     You can view a recorded copy of what is pictured above in Volume 11 of 
Coshocton County’s Service Discharge Record, on Page 101.  This document is 
entitled “The U.S. Volunteer Service, The President’s Thanks and Certificate of 
Honorable Service” and is made out to Private Hiram W. Jennings.  Private Jennings 
was a member of the Ohio National Guard and was given this “in token of his having 
honorably served as a Volunteer for one hundred days”.  It is signed by President 
Abraham Lincoln and, a little to the left of his signature, Secretary of War, Edwin M. 
Stanton.  Mr. Jennings was discharged on December 15, 1864.  Thanks to Dave Dilly 
and Susan Turner of the Recorder’s Office for helping with the research on this article. 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

A TREASURER’S NOTE: 
     Wow! My first three months in 
office have gone so quickly!  
Now that we have completed 
the first half real estate and mo-
bile home tax collections, I would 
like to share some information 
regarding the Coshocton County 
Treasurer’s Office.  
     First off I want to thank my staff 
for all their hard work.  They are 
very enthusiastic and dedicated 
employees, working hard and 
genuinely caring about our tax-
payers.  The first half collections 
went well and very smoothly 
     I am making some changes to 
streamline procedures and better 
serve our taxpayers before the 
second half tax collection.  With 
the assistance of the Commis-
sioners, in late April I am imple-
menting a new check imaging 
system which will save payroll 
dollars and many hours of man-
ual posting.  This system will scan 
the payment and automatically 
post it to the individual parcel.  
Debit and credit card payments 
will be coming soon as well. 
     The most difficult part of my 
job is delinquent tax collection.  I 
set this as one of my first priorities 
and my office has been diligently 
working towards our goal.  State 
law clearly addresses the issue of 
delinquencies, and even with our 
current economic conditions, I 
feel we cannot let our delinquen-
cies get higher.  Delinquent taxes 
affect each of us.  They affect 
our schools, our safety, our child-
rens’ services, and many other 
aspects of our lives.   If you have 
delinquent taxes, please do not 
just ignore them.  Please contact 
our office and we will be happy 
to set up a payment plan to 
avoid tax foreclosure. 
     In closing, I would like to thank 
everyone who had a part in 
making my first three months in 
office a really great experience.  
I look forward to serving the 
public to the best of my abilities. 

-Janette Donaker, Treasurer 


