Universal Newborn Hearing Screening

What is Universal Newborn Hearing Screening?
Universal Newborn Hearing Screening is a statewide program that requires all babies to receive a hearing screening before they go home from the hospital. It began in June 2004. In Ohio, there are approximately 450 babies born with a hearing loss each year. 

When is the Hearing Screening Done? 
The hearing screening is usually done a few hours before the baby is due to go home. 

How is the Screening Done?
Each method is a quick, simple and safe way to screen your baby’s hearing. It is OK for your baby to be asleep while the screening is done. 

· ABR: Auditory Brainstem Response—three patches are placed on the baby’s face, cheek and neck. Small headphones are placed over the baby’s ears and the baby hears soft sounds. 

· OAE: Otoacoustic Emissions—soft foam or rubber tips are placed inside the baby’s ears and the baby hears soft sounds.

What do the Results Mean?
· Pass: This means hearing loss was not found at birth. 

· Non-pass/Refer: This result means that your baby will need to have her hearing checked again.

What does a Non-pass/Refer Result Mean?
A Refer result means that your baby needs to have her hearing checked again. 

Sometimes babies are fussy during testing, or may have fluid in their ears from the birthing process, which may affect the hearing screening results.

If your baby receives a Non-pass or Refer result, please do not be alarmed. This means that your baby will need a more detailed hearing test to confirm your child’s hearing ability.

What Happens Next? 
If your baby needs another test, you will be given a list of audiologists who can test your baby’s hearing. An audiologist is a person who has expertise in hearing testing. 

What if My Baby has a Hearing Loss?
If a hearing loss is found after more testing, there are programs available to help you and your baby. These programs are designed to help promote and support your child’s development. 

UNHS Infant Hearing Website http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/ei/hear_inf/hearinf1.aspx

