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COSHOCTON COUNTY ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM APPLICATION APPROVAL PROCESS AND GUIDELINES
Rates and terms of Coshocton County enterprise zone (EZ) applications are negotiated on behalf of, but in consultation with the impacted units of local government, by the CPA taking into account the level of investment, number of jobs being created, average income of the new jobs being created and other factors.  


Upon receipt of an enterprise zone (EZ) application, the Coshocton Port Authority (CPA) shall date and stamp receipt of the application and review the application.  The CPA shall notify the applicant, by way of a formal letter, within (10) ten business days the results of the evaluation.   


Once the CPA determines that an EZ application is complete, it shall submit the application with a cover letter explaining the rate and term of the proposed EZ agreement to the units of government which are required to be notified and/or take formal action to approve/reject the proposed agreement.  


A proposed agreement that exceeds 75% at a project location within city limits, or 60% outside city limits or more than ten (10) years in any jurisdiction require approval of the project location's public board of education.  The affected board of education must act within thirty (30) business days of receipt of the proposed agreement.  Public boards of education maintaining jurisdiction over proposed agreements that are less than the aforementioned rate or term shall be provided a non-binding, 14-day comment period.


Upon completion of the board of education review period, the appropriate city, village or township must act upon the proposed agreement after which the county commissioners must do the same.  Each entity shall act upon an application within thirty (30) business days upon receipt of a completed application from the CPA.  Failure to act within the assigned time period by any entity renders the application denied.

The lack of action, or action taken to reject the proposed agreement by any entity throughout the process, immediately requires a renegotiation of the rate and term or causes the proposed agreement to be rejected.


Upon all approvals from each entity, the EZ Manager shall draft an EZ agreement which is to be executed by the company and EZ Manager with copies provided to each unit of affected local government, the county auditor, the county recorder, and the Ohio Department of Development (ODOD) within fifteen (15) days of execution.  The CPA requires a $1,000.00 filing fee to be paid by the applicant at the time of EZ agreement execution.


The company is required to attend an annual meeting of the Coshocton County EZ review team to evaluate the compliance with the terms of the EZ agreement.  The annual meeting shall be organized, convened, and publicly notified by the Coshocton County Auditor.  The EZ Manager shall file an annual report with the Ohio Department of Development no later than March 31 of each year.
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